Proposed method for setting standards for recreational divers diving in benzene polluted waters.
There are no recognized standards for recreational diving in benzene polluted waters. If daily absorption is limited to that absorbed from drinking 2-L of water at the recommended maximal contaminant limit concentration (9.7 microg per day), then permissible diving hours can be determined. A formula is proposed that calculates allowable monthly diving time based on dermal absorption, amount of water ingested, benzene concentrations in the water and in the sediment and the proportion of the body exposed.